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The just-concluded summit on Women in Governance has stressed the need for increased publicity on gender issues. 

The summit, held at Obudu, Cross River, called on government, civil society groups and stakeholders to work together for enlightenment on the importance of the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). 

In a communiqué the three-day summit, urged the National Assembly to urgently revisit the process of domesticating CEDAW and ensure modalities for the implementation of its principles. 

It urged all women leaders and civil society organisations to urgently design appropriate strategies and partnerships of ensuring a gender review of the 1999 constitution. 

This, it said, should be done in line with the recommendations of the National Political Reforms Conference hosted by the immediate past federal government administration 

At the conference, women demanded a system of wide approach for the implementation of the 35 per cent affirmative action principle as contained in the national policy. 

"All states and local governments should put in place mechanism and resources to deliver on the gender policy targets and strategies," the communiqué said. 

The summit also wanted the executive and the legislature to facilitate better inter and intra sectorial collaboration for the actualisation of gender-specific policy target in key sectors. 

The summit wanted the National Assembly to create a gender liaison office, which could process and disseminate information about gender issues effectively. 

It also urged political parties to embark on political education that could enhance capacity and create space for women politicians to participate, especially in rural areas. 

It demanded "a deliberate political party policy for increased women participation in elective and appointive positions". 

It declared that women in public life should deliberately facilitate mentoring for the younger generation. 

