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AS she marched into the hallowed chambers of the House of Representatives in measured steps, Wednesday, the House and the gallery erupted in the making of history. Looking radiant and confident, she beamed that infectious smile that told the whole story of her emergence as the sixth Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

For Mrs. Patricia Olubunmi Etteh, she was entering the history books as the first Nigerian woman ever to be elected a Speaker of the House of Representatives. And for the larger women folk, the feat merely confirmed that the country is on a path to progress and equality. 

This is because there has been celebration among women groups and individuals. 

Hon. Etteh, a third-term member of the House of Representatives was, Tuesday, elected the Speaker of the 6th House of Representatives. Just as they claimed that the eight years of President Olusegun Obasanjo's regime portrayed women as best managers of human resources and funds, the women offer candid advice to the lady of the moment. 

Mrs. Sarah Jubril, frontline female politician and a presidential aspirant of the ruling Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) insists Etteh's unanimous adoption by the House, must be appreciated beyond the consideration of sex status. 

"Women have become front runners in the scheme of things. We are no longer back-benchers and this is long overdue. But we must even see her (Etteh's) coming beyond being a female. I have every confidence that she has what it takes to excel. 

"Indeed, God is helping us and I congratulate the women, I congratulate Patricia Eteh and I congratulate her husband and her family for letting go of her to serve Nigeria. Like I said, I'm optimistic that she will do well. 

"My advice is that she must begin the campaign for ethics in the National Assembly. I'm proud of her husband for letting her aspire to the top and I'm sure she will make a difference both in Nigeria's National Assembly leadership and the comity of nations." 

For Mrs. Moji Obasanjo, having a woman sit at the helm of affairs in the Lower House is one of the most beautiful things to happen to Nigerian women in recent times. "It means we (Nigerian women) are making progress and I congratulate the Speaker. The women are coming of age and we have started well." 

Chief Remi Adikwu-Bakare, the governorship candidate of Progressive Peoples Alliance (PPA) in Lagos state says it is a welcome development. 

"I'm particularly glad that a woman is the Speaker of the House of Representatives and I believe God will guide her. I'm also hopeful she will make the Nigerian women proud. But she has to be careful especially with fair-weather friends who would come and surround her. 

"She should sieve the substance from the chaff so that they don't drag her down. I believe she is capable. She can do the job because as a third-timer, she has all the experience. But she has to be wary of sycophants." 

Also, former deputy governor of Lagos state, Senator Kofoworola Akerele-Bucknor is "really delighted for Patricia Etteh. She is someone I know personally because we were in Afenifere together and she's very hard-working. She has been in the leadership position in the House and I have absolute confidence that she will perform. 

This is a milestone for Nigerian women in Nigeria's politics and I'm proud the women have come of age politically and therefore should not be pushed around anymore." 

Mrs. Ogunmakin, the public relations officer of Open University of Nigeria says that having a woman as a Speaker of the House of Reps is long overdue. 

Said she: "All over the world, women are making history. In America, a woman presides over the Congress. The Secretary of State of the United States government is a woman and the President of Liberia is a woman. In the eight years of former President Olusegun Obasanjo, women held sway and proved to be the best managers of people and funds. 

"From Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala to Dora Akunyili and the rest of them who served in Obasanjo's regime, they proved to be the best and that's highly commendable. Sincerely, I think Nigerian women deserve as much as their colleagues in other nations of the world. The Speaker being a woman is a good one and we should support her and encourage her. 

"She has to realise that she will be put under pressure. When it happens, she must show her strength of character and forge ahead, rather than step aside. Nigerian women should move ahead with the world and the time is now." 

However, Mrs. Ayo Obe, lawyer and former president of Civil Liberties Organisation does not see any big deal "about a woman being Speaker of the House of Reps. I mean, women can do much better than that. We are happy though but I'm a wrong person to talk about a female Speaker when I know women could do much better in other higher positions. It's really a silly idea to think women cannot perform well in certain areas because I know we can." 

For Mrs. Ada Ozongwu, a renowned politician, the time has come for the Nigerian men to begin to take women more seriously politically. 

"It is good that a woman has emerged Speaker of the House of Reps and that means, Nigerian is now identifying with other democracies in the world where women are no more by-standers. I congratulate the Speaker and I want to believe that they will begin to take women serious politically. Her emergence as Speaker of the Lower House will pave the way for other women to be appointed to sensitive positions as women are now in mainstream democracy." 
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