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Politicians can always count on women for votes, that is why during elections they patronize the women in order to help them get votes from as many women as possible. As such, they give women title of women leaders, specifically to gather their womenfolk on the Election Day and massively vote for them. 

Judging from the recent elections of April this year, a lot of young women have delved into politics and became women leaders. This has nothing to do with principles, party manifesto or the zeal of the candidates for development, but rather for the little money they could get to survive due to poverty. Some of them may be educated, but most of them are not, and are not skilled in any trade either, and to make matters worse are either divorced or not fortunate to continue pursuing their education. So, they easily ingratiate themselves close to the politicians, who are ready to spend money during elections. You find such young girls or women as women leaders of their wards busy campaigning for their 'candidates' among women by giving them soap, salt and small amount of money like N50.00 or N200.00 provided by the candidates, of course. 

But that is all by the way, since politics seems to be a lucrative 'business', afterall look at the millions of naira federal legislators will get annually, so who is to blame these poor women for trying to get money to buy food, clothes, take care of their children or to help their parents? At least they have not compromised their chastity by going into prostitution. 

But now after the elections, what are they doing to contribute to their parties, assuming they have parties and also what are their parties doing to help them? Because these young women are not the sophisticated and worldly women that head the women wing at party headquarters, they are just pathetic women trying to make ends meet. 

Those lucky to have their candidates 'win' the election led some women to pay congratulatory visits to them, or are lucky to be among the delegation led by a higher woman leader, while those that their candidates 'lost' just lost out as well. 

But then even those whose candidates 'won' may not necessarily be carried along as they expected. At most they will be given Ten Thousand Naira (N10,000.00) and forgotten or dodged as some will surely become like pests to the politicians, rightly wanting their own' share', or dividend of democracy, if you like. 

In any case, politicians should continue to help those young women, whether they have 'won' or 'lost' if indeed they wanted to help them, and not to use them just for the elections. Many of them are now roaming around doing nothing specific, having spent the little they got from the politicians during the elections. In other words they are back to square one. 

Are they going to left to lie low until another round of elections before they are sought to make another impact to the politicians? Meanwhile, what are they going to do to survive by fighting poverty? Some may get married, but some will continue to be a nuisance by begging for money, clothe, etc from people, while their 'candidates' are ensconced in unbelievable luxury. 

Thereafter, political parties should make provisions for such young women that add colour to campaigns. They should be provided with education and skills acquisition by the parties, not only by the politicians that win elections. Through that, they can retain their interests and loyalty. The culture of buying votes not withstanding, where it may not be necessary to retain anybody to vote for you, they owe these young women something, and it is to enhance their lives. 
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