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Nigerian women have resolved to remain behind the scene in the drive towards the nation's development. 

With every ounce of strength available, they have seized the steering wheel of the productive machinery and are driving ahead full steam. 
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Even in the struggle for the country's independence in October 1, 1960, which the 47th anniversary will be celebrated tomorrow nationwide, Nigerian women made an indelible historic mark. 

It will be recalled that the Aba Women's riot of 1929 and socio-political agitation by some other women (groups) across the country changed the fortunes of their husbands at both economic and political sphere. 

It would be easily remembered how the late Chief Mrs. Margaret Ekpoh, late Funmilayo Ransome-kuti, Moremi of Ife, Iyalode Sodeke of Etgba, Queen Amina of Zauzau among other women played significant roles in the determination of leadership of the country. 

It is on record that these departed amazons over shot the male-made limitations. They also left a legacy which-younger women are exploring today. 

Indeed, it is in the mould of these first grade women of intellect and unblemished credibility that more women are now emerging as occupants of enviable, prominent powerful positions in the judiciary, legislature and government as well, as in commerce and industry. 

It is not gainsaying that women perform far better where great men failed to reach the arks. They are credited for responsible leadership positions through adequate education, manpower development, partisan politics and professionalism. 

Instances are Prof. (Mrs) Grace Alele - Williams and Jadesola Akande who have merged as University Vice -chancellors in the same way that Chief Mobolaji Osomo, Obong Rita Akpan and Mrs Helen Tallen had occupied ministerial positions. 

It is also on record that women including Mrs Roseline Ukeje, Chief judge of Federal Court of Appeal, Joy Emordi and Hon Abike Dabiri have made their marks in the judiciary and legislature respectively. 

So also Hon. Titi Sodunke-Oseni as the Speaker of Ogun State House of Assembly during the Fourth Republic. Another landmark achievement by women in politics was the emergence of Dame Virgy Etiaba as the first female governor, in Anambra State though her stay was short lived. 

Similarly, Miss Arunmo Oteh is the vice-president of African Development Bank while Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala has served Nigeria as Finance and Foreign Affairs Minister. 

Other outstanding women who shone like brilliant stars during the Fourth Republic are Hajia Maryam Ciroma, Minister of Women Affairs, Professor Dora Akunyili, Director-General, National Agency for Food, Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC), Dr. (Mrs. Oby Ezekwesili, Minister of Education, Mrs. Nenadi Usman Minister of Finance and (Mrs.) Remi Oyo, Senior Special Assistant to president Olusegun Obasanjo on Media. 

The rest were Senator Florence Ita -Giwa, Presidential Adviser on National Assembly Matters, Erelu Olusola Obada, deputy governor of Osun State, Princess Funke Adedoyin, Minsiter of State for health, Chief Titi Ajanaku, Presidential Adviser on Women Affairs. 

Analysts give credit to president Olusegun Obasanjo-led administration for increasing the number of women in political positions. 

The tide has changed with a deluge of women occupying various positions, although gender activists still believe that the figure is far-below the 30 per cent affirmative action as specified by the Beijing conference of 1995. 

For instance, Executive Director, Civil Resource Development and Documentation Centre (CIRDOC) Oby Nwankwo noted during a post election Forum for female politicians in May, at Enugu that though there was marginal increase in the number of women who contested elective positions, the overall situation as regards the outcome of the poll was not much different from previous exercises. 

Giving statistics, Nwankwo said that out of 486 candidates for the gubernatorial elections, only 16 of them were women and none of them won. She pointed out that 57 of the 780 senatorial candidates in the country were women out of which eight of them won thereby increasing the number of female senators by four compared to the 2003 elections. 

However, the number of women who won the House of Representatives elections this year fell to 15 from 24 in 2003, though the number of women that contested the polls increased to 151. 

According to her, 47 out of 486 people that vied for deputy gubernatorial positions were women; only four of them were successful. While only nine out of 3 28 women that contested the election to the various Houses of Assembly among a total of 5,662 candidates emerged winners. 

Despite arguments over the inability of government in meeting the affirmative action specification, it is believed that chances of increasing women's capacity in politics and governance is bright. 

This is indicated by the number of women in today's cabinet. Like his predecessor, President Umaru Musa Yar'Adua seems to acknowledge that women are more reaslistic and forthright to deal with in economic management. 

What else can explain his appointment of eight women to occupy strategic ministerial port-folios. These include; Mrs Fidelia Akuabata Njeze, Minsiter of state, defence, Mrs Diezani K. Alison-Madueke, Minister of transportation, Mrs Agada Jerry, Minister of State(I), Education and Mrs Aishatu Jibril Dikku, Minister of State (2), Education. 

Others are Grace Ekpiwhre, Minister of Science and Technology, Mrs. Fatima Ibrahim, Minister of state, Energy (power), Prof. Adenike Grange, Minister of Health and Mrs Saudatu Bungudu, Minister of Women Affairs. 

The fifth Republic will also remain historic as one in which Nigeria celebrated the first female Speaker for the House of Representatives in the person of Mrs. Olubunmi Etteh irrespective of the raging controversy and her indictment by the investigators of the N628 million renovation contracts. 

As Nigeria celebrates its 47th Independence tomorrow, there are scores of women who have had their names watched gold, with intelligent quotient (IQ) that is unequalled among their male-counter parts. These include Dr. (Mrs) Ndi Okereke-Onyiuke, Director-General, Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSC), and Chief (Mrs) Celcilia Ibru. 

These women have left indelible prints in the sands of history, even at the international scene. 

