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Nairobi — More than 10,000 Kenyan women gathered to celebrate African Women’s Day at the Railway grounds in Nairobi on 25 May 2007. Women presidential candidates, aspirants to Parliament and local government office, political party leaders, activists, and other key stakeholders called for increased women's participation, both as candidates and as voters, in the upcoming general elections in Kenya later this year.

In their addresses to the gathering, three women presidential candidates — Hon. Ms. Charity Ngilu, Hon. Ms. Julia Ojiambo, and Ms. Nazlin Umar — urged women aspirants to government leadership to press on through the nomination stage of the election process. The Gender and Governance Programme in Kenya (GGP) is providing assistance to presidential candidates to sensitize Kenyans to the power of their vote in levelling out the political field. The GGP is managed by UNIFEM.

“Do not be cowed away by the nomination processes,” urged Ms. Ojiambo. Ms. Ngilu added: “We are not going to be used to propel others. This is our time. Today is today. We shall not give away our votes.” Ms. Umar led the crowd in a Swahili song, “Wamama msilale … ni mapambano,” which means, "Women, do not go to sleep; you have to fight and struggle to get us there."

Women aspirants to political office have a choice of various political parties to select from, including three parties headed by women chairs. Ms. Ngilu is the current chair of the National Rainbow Coalition (NARC) party, and Ms. Ojiambo is the chair of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). The Kenya People’s Party is headed by Ms. Wamboi Otieno, a renowned freedom fighter.

Ms. Judy Thongori, chair of the board of the Center for Rights, Education and Awareness (CREAW), which organized the event, implored the women to continue to demand affirmative action to be adopted as part of the minimum reforms to the Kenyan Constitution, and called for the strengthening of a strategic national coalition of women running for political office.

The event was graced by the presence of Spanish Ambassador Nicolas Martin Cinto, General Secretary for Equality Policies Hon. Soledad Murillo de la Vega, and Technical Advisor to the General Secretary for Equality Policies Ms. Cecilia Payno de Orive.

In her address, Ms. Murillo stated that the Spanish Government will continue to support the women of Kenya. She added that Spain is committed to help build the capacity of Kenyan society to create a democratic culture that seeks the inclusion of women in leadership and decision-making platforms.

Also participating was Swedish Ambassador H.E. Mrs. Anna Brandt, who urged the women to hold politicians accountable to women’s rights: “You all need to lobby for affirmative action to achieve the minimum of 30-percent women in all levels of governance; you need to support each other and you need to look for male champions to support your worthy cause.” 

Ms. Nyaradzai Gumbonzvanda, UNIFEM Regional Programme Director for East and Horn of Africa, congratulated the women for the great strides taken on their journey towards increased representation in social, economic and political decision-making structures. “Women have to push for their rights to education, rights to development, right to a life without violence, and rights to empowerment,” she said.
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