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	IDPs sell sex at 200/=

RISDEL KASASIRA

PARLIAMENT 

GIRLS in internally displaced persons camps in northern Uganda are offering themselves for casual sex at a lowly price of Shs 200, a fresh survey has revealed.

An August 2007 report unveiled yesterday by the Planning Division of the Ministry of Health on Sexual and Gender based Violence in war affected northern Uganda, says children give in to unprotected sex in order to buy food and soap.

"The situation is terrible in these areas. Children as young as 11 years offer sex for a coin of 200 shillings," Mr Ronald Kalyango, a lead researcher who participated in the survey said yesterday in Kampala during the presentation of the report to members of Parliament.

Mr Kalyango, a lecturer at Makerere University added; "When a man is seen with a Shs5,000 note, he can immediately be offered a young daughter as a wife because he is rich."

The survey conducted between February and May 2007, covered over 10 camps, in the districts of Lira, Gulu, Kitgum, Apac and Pader. It blames the vice on poverty. 
"In all the camps visited, these under aged girls are forced into this unfortunate situation because of poverty," the report says.

Several girls involved in the sex trade were interviewed and some had amazing views.
"I prefer death by HIV/Aids than hunger. Through sex, I can at least get 500-2000 shillings. With this I can buy basic commodities like salt, soap, clothes and sanitary pads," the report quotes a 17 year old girl in Aleptong Camp in Lira district.

The report says parents are not bothered when their under aged daughters offer themselves to men in the camps because it is seen as a source of family income. 

"Most parents think its okay under the camp circumstances for the young girls to sleep with men because they are given money which helps the family," says the report.
In all five districts surveyed 47.4% of the girls in the camps willingly give in to sex before reaching 18 while 21% are forced. 

The report says there is an increase in the number of husbands battered by their wives in the camps. Most of the cases mentioned in the report are caused by men attempting to force their wives into sex.

One of the cases cited in the report is that of a 22-year old woman from Unyama camp in Gulu who severely cut her husband's penis in November 2006 with a razor blade because she claimed the man had a high libido. 

"She said her husband always demanded sex and she was tired of his persistent demands. She figured that by the time he heals, she would have rested enough," says the report.

Violence is also rampart in the camps and the main perpetrators include, relatives of the victims (55%), neighbours (14%), rebels (13%), soldiers (5%) and others 13(13%). 

However, the UPDF representative in Parliament Lt. Grace Kyomugisha told a workshop organised by the Uganda Women Network at Parliament that "those are isolated cases in the army and the perpetrators have always been punished when found guilty."

The Advocacy Officer, Uwonet, Ms Carolyn Idembe, said the government must intervene immediately. 

"The gvernment should at least provide them with basic needs in life," she said.




