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I missed out on the independence celebration on October 9, not because I love my country less, but as a woman, it has been 45 years of delusion. 

As early as 1953, women were involved in protests against colonial rule. Ms Sala Mukasa organised the various women countrywide under the Mothers Union to protest when the Kabaka was deported. One year after independence, the Uganda Council of Women forced the then Kabaka Mutesa's government to set up a commission to look into issues of marriage, divorce and the status of women. 
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The findings of this commission were debated in 1967 but never passed. The then Milton Obote government was quick on acting on other things such as the abolition of the 1962 constitution and putting in place the 1967 pigeon hole one but the Kalema report remained shelved. 

Come Idi Amin's reign and all women were at the fore of the usual cheering and dancing on the streets. I know the late Amin passed a decree that the largest portion of family property be left to the children and wife to be able to maintain themselves. 

I'm also aware he was the first president to appoint a woman to cabinet. But without defining what a short dress is, Amin, in pursuing his moralist crusade of ridding the city of prostitutes, made prohibitive rules against the women movement and abolished 'mini' skirts. 

The Obote II governments did not do any better as there was, for instance, only one woman parliamentarian (1980-85). 

In addition, like the women in northern Uganda today, those in the central region suffered the humiliation of rape before their sons and daughters before their fathers. 

This is what forced the likes of Oliver Zizinga, Gertrude Njuba and Winnie Byanyima, among others, to pick up arms alongside their male counterparts to fight the injustice. 

You can therefore imagine the pleasure with which the women received the NRM/A government as it sang a fundamental change. Not only did women give support but also total loyalty for almost all the last 21 years. But what has the NRM government offered them so far? 

It has given out some Cabinet posts to women. But analysts think those posts are more of byoya byanswa (meaningless). The real issues of power have remained pending. 

While other amendments such as the lifting of presidential term limits have been done despite protests from some sections of society, the Domestic Relations Bill (DRB) which aims at bettering the woman's position still remains shelved because "all sections of society" have not yet consented to it. 

Finally, I have read the president's speech at the 45th independence anniversary celebrations for a millionth time, but have not seen a mention of the DRB! That is a Ugandan woman's story of 45 years of independence! 

