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The result of a successful meeting with members of the ruling APC was the pronouncement on Friday of ten fresh names as nominees for ministerial posts. 

About a fortnight ago, President Ernest Bai Koroma released the first batch of 10 nominees for cabinet positions with Zainab Hawa Bangura as the only woman nominated for the position of Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. The latest list of nominees, however, has two potential women for ministerial posts. 

	[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]





Former APC leader in Parliament representing the Tonkolili District, Musu Kandeh has been tipped for the post of Social Welfare, Gender and Children's Affairs whilst Haja Afsatu Kabbah will become Minister of Energy and Power after members of the House would have approved their nominations. 

Eight others including Hindolo Trye, Alimamy Koroma, Dr. Minkailu Bah, Paolo Conteh, Dauda Kamara, Minkailu Mansaray, Kemoh Sesay and Dr. Moses Kapu are on the second list of ten nominees for the positions of Minister of Tourism; Trade and Industry; Education; Defence and National Security; Internal Affairs and Local Government; Labour and Industrial Relations; Transport and Aviation and Marine Resources respectively. 

Dr. Kapu is one of PMDC's nominees in the APC's proposed government of national unity. A founding member of the party, Dr Kapu was chairman of the Georgia chapter in the United States where he presided over the Award of Freedom Key to the City of Georgia; an honourary citizenship of the USA to Charles Francis Margai as leader of PMDC. 

The biological scientist, who hailed from Bonthe District, southern Sierra Leone, has done extensive research in the area of environmental public health; health and disease and agriculture with over 30 publications of international scientific journals and 20 public health assessment documents. 

He has worked for 10 years with the US government as a senior scientist in Atlanta, Georgia. He founded Family Hope International; an international non governmental organization that participated in the reconstruction of the Tsunami devastated Banda Ache region of Indonesia by sending volunteer nurses and carpenters. 

So far three women have been nominated; a move that is said to have fallen far short of the expectations of such activists' organizations like 50/50 Group. The president of the group, Harriet Turay had earlier called for 30 per cent women representation in cabinet of the new APC government. 

Mrs. Turay dismissed as baseless claims that there were no competent women for cabinet posts. She disclosed that the 50/50 Group had taken up the challenge to work on a list of qualified women in the country from which the President could select and appoint women professionals to decision-making positions. 

If approved, Haja Afsatu Kabbah will be the first female to have headed the energy sector while Mrs. 

Bangura the second female to serve as Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation after Shirley Gbujama in the Kabbah-led SLPP government in 1996. 

