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At a press briefing yesterday, the 50/50 Group that has been spear heading gender parity in politics and other positions of trust in Sierra Leone informed journalists that they have won US$25, 000 from the Madline K. Albright Grant. 

This good gesture is to support their initiative that involves intensive skill training with women activist across the country, public education and voter outreach campaign designed to improve women's knowledge of and access to electoral process and the creation of networking groups. 

The 50/50 Group is serving as a forum for sharing information and building mutual support among potential female leaders. 

It was disclosed that over 60 women groups' world wide competed for the award and the 50/50 Group happened to be among the short listed group and finally ended winning the award. The award committee was chaired by Madline K. Albright, the first female Secretary of State of the United States of America. 

Erstwhile President, Nemata Eshun Baiden of the 50/50 commended the National Democratic Institute (NDI) for nominating her group for the first international award. 

"NDI has been working with us since 2002 by funding us and again nominated 50/50 group for the first international award" Eshun Baiden said. "Women played important role in the peace process. We will never give up the fight for gender equality and we commend the government for consulting with us in terms of political appointments." According to the president of the 50/50 Group, Harriet Turay "our work has been recognized and we share the honour with NDI". 

She informed the gathering that 50/50 hope to support women in the next local government elections. 

Also present was the Country Director of NDI, Nick Demeter who said, "The award was very competitive and 50/50 won because of their hard work and reputation .They have demonstrated excellence." The award will be received on the 21st of October in the United States of America. 
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